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It was a dark and snowy night. The sky was K ooy

black with a touch of blue, and the stars

sparkled and danced.

It was very, very quiet except for the wind
who whirred and whooshed and swirled the ¥
snowflakes as they twinkled to the ground.
It was the night be- g
fore Christmas, a

magical moment in

time when things
come alive in ways
that happen only

then.




The children were sleeping, Chet in his bed and Chloe in hers.
Both children were surrounded by their pets whom they cared for by day and who cared

for them by night.

By Chet, watchful on h
pillow were Tyke, brow
and fluffy with kind
eyes and a short tail
and Jesmund, a white
Husky with gray on the
top of his head, his ea
and all the way down
his back And he had
white on the tip of his

tail.

Loyal and brave, Jesmund slept lightly, always on

watch.

The other puppies, Spot, Gracie, Griffey, Buddy and Ginger, curled up and slept.




In her own bedroom, Chloe clutched a little pink piggy in her hand, and on her
tummy was her pink bear, her arms extended always ready to hug or be

hugged.
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It was almost midnight, and the Christmas
star was falling, falling, falling from the sky.
was blowing this way and that

making streaks of light as it flew, like spar-

klers or fireflies.
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save me ~ please.
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awakened her.
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know how to save the Christmas star, but she

knew her big brother would.
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room, carrying the Christmas &
star in her little hands.
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Now Chet was a big boy. He

was one week away from beingm

years old, so he knew lots of
things. He had white blonde h;
and beautiful brown eyes. He
was wise and kind, and when
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Chloe. Sit by me and tell me.
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Chloe crawled up onto his bed, and together, they
looked at the Christmas star laying sadly on
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patting the Christmas star on her

cheek.
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The star had brought Chet a magic cape with his
name on the front and a blue and red triangle on
the back. The blue suit had black trim around the

arms and legs and had red silk inside.

| For Chloe, there was a special dress with pur-

ple and yellow and red and her own magic

cape.




